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New Boarding Operation—
We’re Nearly There! 
 

s reported in the fall Contents of the 
JAR, the boarding operation that has 
been under the management of Joder 

Arabian Ranch for more than 25 years is in the 
process of transitioning to new management. 
Caroline Roy, director of the Rocky Mountain 
Equi-Rhythm: Horses Balancing Hearts, will as-
sume responsibility and oversight of the opera-
tion as of January 1, 2006. (See more about 
Equi-Rhythm on pages 4-5 of this newsletter.) 
 Since September, Caroline has been working 
with the Joder family on the details related to 
this transition. Because Equi-Rhythm is a non-
profit organization, it was necessary to create a 
for-profit corporation to manage the boarding 
operation. Caroline had a contest last month to 
name this new entity and the winner was “Moun-
tain Meadows,” which was later fleshed out offi-
cially to Mountain Meadows Holistic Equestrian 
Center at Joder Arabian Ranch. MMHEC will be 
the umbrella under which all boarding facilities 
maintenance and boarding-related activities are 
managed, including the instructional program, 
clinics, shows, parties, trail maintenance days, 
vet days, highway clean-up days, and so forth. 
 Caroline suggests that a good way to under-
stand the new relationships is to think of Joder 
Arabian Ranch as the place where three entities 
will now be located: Rocky Mountain Equi-
Rhythm (non-profit program), Mountain Mead-
ows Holistic Equestrian Center (boarding opera-
tion), and Hands On Resources, LLC. The latter 
organization, under the direction of Ted Con-

nolly, oversees the ropes course that is located at 
JAR. Plans include adding signage for these 
three groups under the Joder Arabian Ranch sign 
at the entrance to the ranch. 
 
Join Us December 14 for a  
Community Meeting! 
Although Caroline does not expect major 
changes to occur once the transition is com-
pleted, she wants to provide an opportunity for 
all members of the JAR community—boarders, 
leasers, contractors, staff, volunteers—to come 
together to share ideas or concerns, volunteer to 
help, or get answers to questions you may have 
about what to expect in the coming year. It will 
also be a good time to ask questions about or 
volunteer to help with Rocky Mountain Equi-
Rhythm programs. The meeting will be held in 
the JAR lounge, beginning at 7:00 p.m., on 
Wednesday evening, December 14. 
 

 
Caroline Roy and Greg Joder. Boarders appreciate the 
great job Greg did managing the ranch for the past two 
years. We are glad he will still be on call in the future. 
Photo by Marge Maagoe. 

 

A 



 

 2

As the Barn Turns 
 
This column publishes ranch news sent to board-
ers by Caroline Roy (reported by Grace 
Maddox) via an e-mail communication over the 
past three months. Some items that are no longer 
relevant have been eliminated. 
 
Help has arrived . . . 
Grace Maddox has graciously agreed to help 
with administrative tasks associated with the 
ranch. Contact her at gmaddox@foliogroup.com 
or 720-320-8857 if you have updated or new 
contact information. Please review the boarder / 
horse information sheet that is in the notebook in 
the lounge to verify that we have the latest, best 
information for you and your horse. Grace also 
has a mailbox in the lounge. 
 
Who ya gonna call? 
Caroline occasionally is gone from the ranch, as 
she was in mid November to visit her family in 
Minnesota. Greg Joder is the person to call when 
this occurs. Greg’s number is 303-859-5393. As 
usual, if you have trailering needs, call Wiley 
Gillmor at 303-517-8481. If you have more pe-
destrian needs, like for forms, information, and 
so forth, contact Grace (see above). 
 
Staff work schedules 
Caroline’s days off are Sunday and Monday. Al-
fredo’s days off are Friday and Saturday. 
  
Plan ahead for your horse’s needs… 
There is a Special Equine Services Request Form 
available that covers services not included in 
your boarding contract. Please review this form 
and fill it out, if necessary, to ensure that your 
horse receives the care you want. If there is a 
question about the service you wish, please 
speak with Caroline about it before putting the 
completed form in Grace’s box. Additionally, 
please do not make special service requests (e.g., 
blanketing, medication, checking on a horse) di-
rectly to Alfredo. As barn manager, Caroline 
must know which horses require what services. 
This is for the safety of your horse(s). Please 
make your requests as early as possible. It usu-

ally takes a day to process the special services 
forms and update the daily check-off list that Al-
fredo and Caroline work from. If your request 
can’t wait 24 hours, please call Caroline before 
5:00 p.m. If you can’t make the request before 
then, you may call Caroline’s cell (303-919-
3946) or home (303-652-0766) or Joe (303-441-
3851, #0801). Again, please do not call Alfredo; 
he does make a final round at night to check on 
the horses before he retires, but he and Alamar 
need their down time and sleep, as do we all. 
 
Fee schedule for 2006 
The following reduced rates will go into effect 
on January 1, 2006, when Mountain Meadows 
Holistic Equestrian Center assumes management 
of the boarding operation. Additional, special 
services charges will be included in your board-
ing bill.  

 Individual care pen: $410/month 
 Box stall with run: $400/month 
 Box stall without run: $380/month 
 Pens 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6: $370/month 
 Pen 8: $315/month 
 Pen 9: $335/month 
 Small tack locker: $7/month 
 Medium tack locker: $9/month 
 Large tack locker: $12/month 

 
A gathering to honor and remember 
Thanks to all of you who came together in 
physical presence and thoughts on Saturday, Oc-
tober 8, at our gathering to ask for healing, posi-
tive energy, and continued growth for the ranch 
and to remember and celebrate those who have 
gone before us, both humans and horses alike. 
The ceremony, which took place in the bowl be-
low the serpentine trail, was well attended by the 
incredible community we have here at JAR. A 
potluck lunch followed our gathering to honor 
Jesus Manuel for his contribution to the ranch 
and to thank Alamar and Alfredo for their won-
derful renovation of the JAR lounge.  
 
New farrier  
Several of you have expressed an interest in con-
necting with Tom Presgrove, a farrier who lives 
near the Wyoming border. He is available to 
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come back to the ranch if he has four horses to 
shoe. If interested, please contact him at 970-
219-5869. 
  
Messy horses 
Let’s keep the tacking area clean! If you take hay 
from the bin under the tacking area roof to feed 
your horse at the rail, please rake up any that is 
left over and put it back in the bin. And thank 
you for cleaning up after your horse in the arenas 
and round pens. Muck buckets and rakes are lo-
cated in or next to these areas for this purpose.  
 
Lions and bears, oh my! 
Little did we know that when we wrote a previ-
ous message about lions and bears (oh my) that 
we would have visits from a mountain lion and 
bear this fall. Recently a yearling bear made a 
visit to the ranch. After looking into Pat and 
Barb’s window and hanging out by Pen 1, s/he 
went up the mountain, where Greg observed the 
bear eating on a deer carcass. The horses did not 
seem overly concerned about baby bear’s visit.  
 
Please don’t take our sunshine away 
Sunshine, the miniature horse who was staying 
in the Pen 9 welcome pen temporarily due to 
barn construction at the Tierneys’ place, has 
gone home. Jenni (Cisco and Cinnamon’s mom) 
said that although the construction is not fin-
ished, Sunshine’s pals could no longer do with-
out him. Emily and Thistle, the goats, were 
bleating continuously with worry and the pot-
bellied pig, Frank E. Furter, was getting de-
pressed. We will miss Sunshine’s huge (and vo-
cal) personality, but Jenni says he may be back. 
 
No more running in and out  
The horses who live in individual care pens will 
no longer be running en masse to and from their 
ICPs and turnout Pen 7. They will be haltered 
and led, as are the stall horses to and from Pen 1. 
 
Lights out! 
Please remember to turn out the lights in the barn 
and the arena if you are the last person to leave 
the ranch in the evening. 
 

JAR Board of Boarders Election 
The Board of Boarders meeting (held the fourth 
Wednesday of the month) is open to all boarders, 
not just board members, unless it is specified as a 
closed meeting (a very rare occurrence). Bob and 
Eloise Joder created the Board of Boarders years 
ago to ensure that the boarders’ voices were 
heard by ranch management. Caroline will con-
tinue this commitment to boarder input when 
MMHEC takes over. Please be sure to vote be-
fore the end of the year (ballots and ballot box 
are in the lounge on the filing cabinet) in the 
2005 Board of Boarders election to elect three 
new board members to serve two-year terms be-
ginning in January of 2006. 
 
Lad leads sheriff to local louts! 
Arlad (Lad) Shunneson, the person given per-
mission by Bob Joder to hunt on Joder property, 
serves as a game warden and patrols the ranch 
during hunting season to keep illegal hunters off 
the property—and us safe. Recently he single-
handedly caught two poachers on the ranch. Af-
ter following up a call from one of JAR’s 
neighbors who said he heard shots, Lad found 
two men walking on the ranch, but without guns 
and without hunting clothes. He asked them to 
leave and they did, but their behavior made him 
suspicious. Lad pretended to leave the ranch, 
then waited up by the water tower. About an 
hour after dark, a Jeep pulled into the driveway, 
turned off its lights and drove up to the ropes 
course. Lad called the sheriff and then drove up 
the road and confronted the men. The two had 
killed a healthy buck and a doe, which they were 
in the process of loading when Lad stopped 
them. The Boulder County Sheriff’s deputies 
arrived and arrested both men. The good news is 
that the meat went to the homeless shelter. After 
this incident, Lad caught another young man 
trespassing. Way to go, Lad!  
 If you see unknown people on the ranch dur-
ing hunting season, please call Lad (his number 
is posted on the chalkboard in the lounge). You 
can also call him if you see a wild animal that 
you think may be ill or dangerous. Alternatively, 
you can call county wildlife or just tell Caroline 
or Greg. 



 

Please turn in your forms 
There are several forms that each boarder needs 
to turn in for each horse boarded at the ranch. 
These forms are located on the filing cabinet 
next to the desk in the lounge. You may com-
plete the forms and drop them in the box there. 

1. Horse ID and Feeding Form 
2. Personal Fire Plan 
3. November Deworming Form 
4. Equine Services Request Form  

 
Please bear with us  
During this time of transition, there is a great 
deal to be done in a short amount of time. We do 
want to know about any issues involving safety, 
horse care, or other matters of the first impor-
tance; but please pardon us if our response time 
with less time-sensitive requests is delayed a bit.  
 
A personal note from Grace 
Caroline and I send our thanks and appreciation 
to the whole JAR community. The numerous 
acts of kindness and concern, large and small, do 
not go unnoticed. I would like to thank you all 
for your patience, advice, and the store of knowl-
edge I tap into regularly. I am still trying to get 
my hands around this assistant-to-Caroline job. I 
am grateful for your support.  
 

 

Equi-Rhythm Update 
By Caroline Roy 
 
Naropa students at JAR 
In November, twelve Naropa University Wilder-
ness Therapy Master’s students attended a week-
long equine therapy field experience at Joder 
Arabian Ranch coordinated and facilitated by 
Caroline Roy and Janet Quinn. This is the third 
year for this program.  
 A variety of activities allowed the students to 
experience equine therapy in three separate roles: 
as participants processing their own group and 
individual process, as therapists using equine 
therapy as a therapeutic modality, and as begin-
ner or seasoned equestrians working with the 
horse from a new perspective. The majority of 
these students had little or no horse experience. 
The students’ intent for the week was to become 
aware of the internal journey that horses could 
guide them towards if they were open to embark-
ing on the journey.  
 Guest lectures, which included a hands-on 
experiential session, included Janet Quinn’s 
“Healing and Wholeness,” a model for working 
with wilderness therapies; Franny Harcey’s “The 
Human Energy System”; Jackie Nairn’s “Equine 
Energetics and Massage”; and Jenny Key’s 
“Equine Therapy with Teens and Substance 
Abuse.” Carolyn Eberle explored “Energetic 
Body-Centered, Horse-Initiated Team Building, 
Group Dynamic, and Family Therapy” with the 
students and horses in Pen 8, and Lois Kamrath 
provided a Centered Riding lecture and riding 
experience. Emily Donoho helped with hands-on 
ground work and Billie Myers and Karen Eiffert 
provided support in tacking and hiking with the 
students and horses. The week ended with the 
Equi-Rhythm horses providing a trail ride around 
Joder Mountain and a closing ceremony on the 
back section of the mountain.  
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THANK YOU… 
 

to all of our Joder friends who came to the memo-
rial service for my mother and cousin on Septem-
ber 15, 2005. It was heartwarming to see you all 
and feel your support and love. We are truly 
blessed with such a wonderful ranch community 
spirit.        Linda and Wiley Gillmor
     Grace and Trey Maddox 

 
Intensive Outpatient Substance Use  
Treatment and Prevention Program (IOP) 
Equi-Rhythm, in partnership with Compass 
House, offers equine-facilitated psychotherapy to 
a diverse population of adolescents and their 
families in the Boulder area. The program’s cur-



 

rent therapists (Caroline Roy, MSW; Jennifer 
Key, LCSW; and Jody Hicks, Naropa Intern) use 
a holistic mind-body-spirit approach. The current 
client population primarily includes adolescents 
referred by the Compass House to Jennifer for 
group and individual therapy. Clients’ needs 
range from substance-use treatment and preven-
tion to depression and everyday coping skills. 
 The Compass House, a non-profit, outpatient 
program for teens and families, offers an Inten-
sive Outpatient Substance Use Treatment and 
Prevention Program (IOP), in which equine ther-
apy is one of the seven forms of group therapy. 
The teens visit RMER facilities once per week 
for equine-facilitated therapy, where they learn 
basic horse skills and self-awareness through 
building relationships with each other and the 
horses. IOP group members and individuals alike 
are empowered to find their own coping mecha-
nisms and self-healing skills. Jennifer, Caroline, 
and Jody, along with the many Equi-Rhythm 
supporters and volunteers, offer the community 
of Boulder a unique opportunity for healing, 
deep soul work, and nature.  
 
Equi-Rhythm Awarded Grant 
Equi-Rhythm was awarded a $500 grant for 
summer camp by the Town of Erie Board of 
Trustees for at-risk children from the town of 
Erie. Nancy Cebula submitted the grant applica-
tion and Caroline Roy presented the Equi-
Rhythm program to the board in October 2005. 
Nancy continues to submit grants on behalf of 
Equi-Rhythm for programming and special pro-
jects, such as a covered round pen.  
 
New Equine Horse Therapist 
Thank you to Liz Gould for her generous dona-
tion of LMC Santiago (aka Charlie) to the Equi-
Rhythm program. Charlie is a 23-year-old bay 
Arab gelding who has been a trail and dressage 
horse at JAR. Liz has been Charlie’s human 
partner and friend since 1991. Charlie has been a 
wonderful teacher to Liz and other lucky stu-
dents. In addition to participating in equine ther-
apy sessions, Charlie continues to be leased and 
loved by Billie Myers and used as a 4-H horse 
and a schooling horse by instructor Hallie Sabo.  

Thank You’s 
Thank you to those who continue to support 
Equi-Rhythm’s mission by volunteering and fi-
nancial support. During this time of transition, I 
cannot tell you how wonderful it has been to see 
the support of the JAR community as you pitch 
in each day helping to clean stalls and pens, tak-
ing care of horses, and showing potential board-
ers around the ranch. All these small and large 
things are helping immensely to keep Equi-
Rhythm and JAR vital and growing. I could not 
do this without each and every one of you.  
 Special thanks to: 
 Virginia and Tom Carr and the James Dooley 

foundation, Julie and Jerry Rudy, Billie 
Myers and John Brumder, and Joe Roy for 
their generous gifts to help fund non-profit 
attorney fees for legal work during the transi-
tion and to the shelter fund for Pen 8.  

 Julie Rudy, Billie Myers, and Al and Sarah 
Bowman and family for new riding helmets. 

 Anne Davidson for her request to friends and 
family to donate to Equi-Rhythm instead of 
receiving birthday gifts, and to those friends 
and family members for their donations. 

 Those who contributed to the Bokamir Edu-
cation Scholarship Fund and in memory of 
Allegra: Al and Sarah Bowman and Le; Julie 
and Tara; Billie Myers; Kelly and Dicleatian; 
Rachel and Tigger; Robin and Tommy Joe; 
Kris Watson; the Tierney family, including 
Cisco, Cinnamon, and Sunshine; Sue and 
Brego; and Melinda and Mateo. 

 Summit Chiropractic Clinic for naming Equi-
Rhythm as the non-profit of the month and 
for their clients’ donations. 

 Jackie Nairn, for donating her time and talent 
to keep our Equi-Rhythm horses sound and 
happy through her positive energy and mas-
sage work. 

 
 

 Don’t Miss the JAR Holiday Party! 
Saturday, December 17 

Beginning at 10:00 a.m. 
 

Demos * Games * Horse Gift Exchange * 
Potluck Lunch * Western Soil Awards 
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Anniversary Celebration /  
Halloween Show a Success! 
By Melinda Helmick 
 

he weather could have cooperated a bit 
more, but otherwise the JAR 50th anniver-
sary celebration, held in conjunction with 

the traditional annual Halloween Show on Satur-
day, October 29, was a day to remember. 
 It couldn’t have been easy for Anna Best 
Joder to launch a breeding operation for Arabian 
horses 50 years ago. But in 1955, “Mom” Joder, 
a single mother and former teacher, playwright 
and reporter, moved her 20 horses from Chey-
enne, Wyoming, to what is now Joder Arabian 
Ranch. It was here that she started the Rocky 
Mountain School of Horsemanship, managed a 
herd of 80 horses, held horse shows, and pursued 
her true love: Arabian horses. She also launched 
the Arabian Horse News, which grew from a 
one-page newsletter to a full-color magazine un-
der her editorial guidance.  
 Anna Best Joder’s legacy was fully evident 
at the Halloween Show, sponsored by The Boul-
der Valley Pony Club and Blazing Saddles 4-H 
Club. The costume class, a perennial favorite, 
featured horses and riders decked in outfits rang-
ing from cute to hilarious.  
 

 
Johnnie Louise Darby rides Yahtze in the Halloween 
costume class.  
 
 Throughout the celebration, equine demon-
strations entertained the ranch’s many visitors. 
The JAR quadrille team impressed the crowd 
with their choreographed show. Dawn Fisher, a 

dressage instructor at the ranch, wowed specta-
tors with her beautiful demonstration of Equi-
Balance 3, her riding system of classical dres-
sage, biomechanics, and sports psychology.  
 

 
Dawn and Juan demonstrate high-level dressage.  
Photo by Greg Joder. 
 
 Raian Kaiser demonstrated her Equine Touch 
technique to curious onlookers, and farrier Molly 
Elliot demonstrated reined cow horse maneuvers. 
 

 
Farrier Molly Elliott and Mr. San Pepe Dry  perform a 
reined cow horse movement.  
  

T 
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Visitors were also treated to wagon rides pulled 
by draft horses from Colorado Cowboy Classic 
Carriage.  
 

 
Photo by Julie Rudy. 
 
 Bob Joder and Pat Joder Cox were on hand 
to give tours of the historic Anna Best Joder 
house, still filled with much of their mother’s 
memorabilia. 
 

 
Since his days as a ranch helper at JAR many years ago, 
Alonzo Clemens has gone on to fame as a brilliant  
sculptor. A few lucky visitors to the ABJ house during the 
anniversary tours were treated to a demonstration of his 
skills. Photo by Marge Maagoe. 
 
 The 50th anniversary event also marked the 
passing of the baton from Bob Joder to Caroline 
Roy, the ranch’s new manager and a member of 
the Joder Ranch community for 14 years. (See 
page 1 of this newsletter for more information 
about the boarding operation transition.) 

BCHA / CTRC Updates  
By Sandi Rosewell  
 
Boulder County Horse Association 
• Temple Grandin will be the guest speaker at 

the February Annual Meeting of the Boulder 
County Horse Association at the Spice of 
Life Catering center at Flatirons Golf Course. 
Dr. Grandin is one of the nation's top 
designers of livestock facilities. She is also 
autistic. In her 1995 book, Thinking in 
Pictures, she described how her inner-autistic 
world led her to develop an empathy for how 
animals cope. Temple Grandin is currently an 
assistant professor of animal sciences at 
Colorado State University in Fort Collins. 
Her new book is Animals in Translation: 
Using the Mysteries of Autism to Decode 
Animal Behavior. 

• The annual Horse Lover’s Fling is scheduled 
for Saturday, April 15th, at the Gatehouse.  

• A multi-discipline riding demonstration day 
at Boulder County Fairgrounds is planned. 

• BCHA is looking for new board members. If 
you are interested, call Sandi at 303-449-
0401. 

• Membership renewal requests are going out 
this week with Joder’s own Dawn and Juan 
on the flyer! 

 
Colorado Therapeutic Riding Center 
• CTRC had two winners at the national level 

this year in the North American Riding for 
the Handicapped Association’s annual 
awards program: Bob Joder and Kayla 
Bruno. Both were nominated by Mica Graves 
and Carol Heiden. CTRC competed with 600 
centers nationwide, so it was an honor to 
have two winners from the same center. 

• The 25th CTRC Anniversary Gala was a 
raging success, raising over $50,000 for the 
center. The highlight was Kayla Bruno, 
addressing the crowd about her youth rider-
of-the-year award from NARHA. She heaped 
kudos on Mica and finished to not a dry eye 
in the house. 
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Welcome, New Boarders,  
New Horses! 
By Julie Rudy 
 
We welcome these new horses, who have come to 
JAR since the last newsletter was published. 
 
Dallas and KV: Hope Ellis 
KV, a nine-year-old chestnut Icelandic gelding, 
and Dallas, a five-year-old bay pinto Icelandic 
mare, came to JAR in October from Oxford, 
Michigan, when their owner, Hope Ellis, and her 
husband, Bryan, moved west. According to 
Hope, more sunshine (and more riding) and fam-
ily members that reside in Boulder were compel-
ling reasons to make the move.  
 

 
 
 Dallas is an American-bred Icelandic who 
came from a breeding farm in New York. Hope 
says her full sisters and brothers have made good 
using and show horses in Germany, Canada, and 
the U.S. and that Dallas is just in her first year of 
training. KV was purchased in Iceland when 
Hope traveled there with a friend in search of 
another good Icelandic. 
 According to Hope, “There are over 80,000 
Icelandics in the country and it was quite the ad-
venture to drive around from farm to farm, test 
riding all manner of Icelandics. The country is 
small and it only takes 3.5 hours to travel from 
the north to the south. The people there are very 
hospitable, most speak very good English, and 
the country is very beautiful. Exporting is a sim-

ple process and the seller or an export specialist 
usually takes care of all the details including vet 
work, transport to quarantine on the right date 
and, finally, onto the plane bound for the U.S. A 
plane load usually consists of 90 horses and usu-
ally flies from Iceland to New York, once 
enough horses have been purchased and need 
transportation to the states.” 
 Hope says, “Icelandics are known for their 
hardiness, their wonderful dispositions, and their 
unique gait, the ‘tolt.’ They can be either four-
gaited or five-gaited and adapt readily to many 
different riding disciplines. They come in 40 dif-
ferent color combinations (everything but Appa-
loosas). There are now about 3,000 Icelandics in 
the U.S. and 25 Icelandics in Colorado. There are 
a few breed shows, activities, and trail rides to 
participate in in Colorado. There are also Ice-
landic events in Idaho and Montana – you do get 
used to trailering long distances when you want 
to join in an Icelandic activity!” Hope has owned 
Icelandics for 10 years and has used them for fox 
hunting, Icelandic competitions and trail riding. 
 

  
 
 Dallas and KV are enjoying life in their indi-
vidual care pens and turnout in pen 7. They have 
been up and down the mountain doing trail rides 
and are also doing ring work. 
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Majic: Lisa Schafer 
Majic is a two-year-old Morgan gelding who 
was bred on a Morgan ranch in Cheyenne. Ac-
cording to Lisa, “I had just about given up the 
idea of owning a horse again, when a few syn-
chronistic things occurred. About the time I was 
ready to trade in my pickup because of gas 
prices, I read an article about the Joder Ranch 
that mentioned 350 acres, seven miles of trails. 
My husband, Bill, had insisted on the pickup a 
few years back: ‘Because you're going to need it 
to tow your horse.’”  
  “Bill didn't want me to give up horses. They 
have been part of my life since as far back as I 
can remember, but I couldn't imagine getting a 
horse, boarding it at a facility on the plains, and 
doing nothing but riding in an arena or around a 
rectangular pasture unless I towed to a trail. I 
was spoiled by my childhood horse experiences. 
I got my first horse, a two-year-old Arab-cross 
filly, when I was twelve, and I have to say, we 
trained each other. I was raised in Sunshine Can-
yon, so with open space across the road, the 
Sanitas area, and roads up the canyon on which 
to ride, I never felt constrained by fences. There 
was always someplace new to go. Joder, it 
seemed, offered everything I hoped for and then 
some. Before I started looking for a horse, I vis-
ited the website and talked to Caroline to assure 
myself that she would have a spot for me.”  
 

 
 
 “Majic was the first horse I looked at. His 
beautiful face and great conformation, the way 

he was so willing to please, and his lovely per-
sonality sent me head-over-heels. While I was 
riding his half-sister who was also for sale, Majic 
was busy charming my husband, nudging his 
pockets, sniffing his shoes. ‘That's the horse,’ he 
said as we left.” 
  While Majic is far from the first horse Lisa 
has trained, she says he's the first that will bene-
fit from her familiarity with Natural Horseman-
ship. “During my teenage years I spent summers 
on a ranch west of Sheridan, Wyoming, and 
there learned the ‘cowboy way’ of breaking and 
training horses. Although it was fast, it involved 
so much fear and force compared to the gentle, 
‘natural’ way my filly and I had trained each 
other.” 
  Lisa concludes: “I can't say how thrilled I am 
to be at Joder and among this community of 
people who share my love of horses and the open 
spaces in which to enjoy them.” 
 
Juan le Mexico: Dawn Fisher 
Juan is a 14-year old gelding, Dutch Warmblood, 
Selle Francais cross, who's competed through 
Prix St. George. According to Dawn, “I bought 
him in August which was pure fate! Basically, I 
got a phone call out of the blue from his former 
owner. She and I had never met; she only knew 
my former barn (Triple Creek Ranch) sold horses 
and she needed to sell Juan since she'd been sick. 
By chance I answered the phone that day while 
waiting for a lesson (I never do that!). Anyway, 
she described Juan to me and I told her that I 
might be interested. So off I went to Franktown 
to try him. He'd been out of work for a few 
months so he was rusty. I rode him in a clinic 
with Eckart Meyners and Hannes Muller and got 
lots of good input. Then I brought him back to 
Boulder. When Juan visited Joder Ranch for the 
50th Anniversary / Halloween Show, he told me 
that he wanted to stay because he was so happy. 
So he now resides at Joder in the barn at night 
and in a private pen during the day until his 
buds, Gunnar and Esprit, join him later in De-
cember; look for more intro's in the next newslet-
ter.” (See the photo of Dawn and Juan on page 6 
of this newsletter.) 
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Savannah: Cristen Poole 
Savannah is an eight-year-old chestnut AQHA 
mare who moved to JAR when her owner, Cris-
ten, came from Georgia to Boulder to attend the 
University of Colorado. According to Cristen, “I 

grew up as every 
young child does 
who loves horses 
…my room was 
decorated in horse 
themes, I took rid-
ing lessons to be 
close to horses, 
and I dreamed of 
one day owning 
my own horse. 
After continually 
badgering my 
mother for a horse 
of my own, at the 
age of nine she 

surprised me with my very first horse. A large 
pony named Holly, she was truly special. Holly 
and I competed in barrel racing, pole bending, 
arena race, etc., as well as running twice in a race 
at a yearly event back home (the first year we 
received third and the second year we won!). As 
I got older I felt I needed a larger horse. That’s 
when I went searching for Savannah. The three 
conditions for my new horse were spunk and 
spirit (like my Holly), only green-broke (I enjoy 
training my own horses), and a solid black coat. 
Nevertheless, as all can see, when I met Savan-
nah for the first time the last of my conditions 
went out the window. She was so sweet and cute, 
I just had to have her. She soon came to live at 
the barn near my house. We immediately began 
getting to know and trust each other. We also 
began training (training consisted of different 
types of Natural Horsemanship) with a far-off 
goal of barrel racing.” 
 “College brought me—and Savannah (with 
much gratitude to my mother)—out to Colorado. 
After looking at many different boarding stables 
near Boulder, I decided Joder was welcoming to 
horses and their owners, and they truly did care 
about the horses (and the longer I am at Joder the 
more I see all of this!). Savannah and I look for-

ward to the trail riding that I have heard so much 
about as well as just having fun around the 
ranch. I would describe Savannah as a mare (we 
all know what that means…) with a big personal-
ity and a bunch of spirit that comes with a stub-
born streak, and as an overall sweetheart.” Sa-
vannah is at home in Pen 3 where she is helping 
Sequoia bring up Pirouette. 
 
Soda: Diana Vann 
Diana works in computers as a database adminis-
trator, but animals are her passion. She says, 
“I’ve been horse crazy as far back as I can re-
member. I took lessons as a kid and loved it, but 
my family moved to New Jersey where horses 
were few and far between. I moved out west to 
Phoenix six years ago. The house I chose had a 
cute Arab in the barn. I negotiated the horse into 
the house deal and that is how I got Soda. I like 
to say I bought Soda, and the house came with 
him! I've also owned an Arab stallion and TB 
mare who stayed back in Arizona.” 
 “While living in Arizona I got a degree in 
Equine Science for fun. I’ve interned on a rein-
ing ranch in their breeding program, and I try to 
take every class that I can find if it relates to 
horses. One of the reasons I moved to Boulder is 
because Ft. Collins isn’t too far away. I’d love to 
take some courses there after I get more settled. 
I'm really interested in equine genetics.” 
 

 
 
 “Soda is a great horse. He's sweet and sensi-
tive and seems to know when you're having a 
rough day. We both enjoy trail riding the most. 
He likes carrots, apples, and peppermint. But he 
has no shame when it comes to watermelon—it's 
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quite amusing actually. He also loves to eat. He's 
enjoying all the space at JAR. He also likes the 
views and all the other friendly horses and peo-
ple. He's had a very interesting start to life; you'll 
have to ask us about that sometime. He's defi-
nitely one of those special horses that's one in a 
million.” 
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Tucker: Equi-Rhythm 
Greentree T. Tucker, a dark-bay Morgan gelding, 
was born on April 21, 1987, at Greentree Mor-
gan Ranch in Loveland, Colorado. Tucker ar-
rived at JAR on November 19th and is visiting 
the ranch on a trial basis as a potential Equi-
Rhythm horse. So far he is doing well and it is 
anticipated that he will become an official Equi-
Rhythm horse in December. 
 

 
  
 According to Charlotte Hanks, his 12-year-
old previous owner, “Tucker is a teacher; he’s 
full of joy, the top dog, and is proud, loves to 
play and work everyday. He has always been a 
kids’ school horse and dressage horse his whole 
life and he loves trail riding. He has always been 
owned by a girl. He loves to show off and is gor-
geous and knows it. He is never afraid to correct 
you. When Tucker was a very small colt he was 
bitten on the nose by a rattlesnake. His nose 
swelled up so much he could no longer breathe. 
The vet had to drop what he was doing to rush to 
Tucker’s rescue to perform a tracheotomy. If it 
was not for this vet, Tucker would not have sur-
vived. I have donated Tucker with lots of love to 
Equi-Rhythm at Joder Ranch because the ranch 

is where he is the happiest. He loves to teach 
kids and eat carrots and apples and although 19 
years is creeping up on him, he still has lots of 
bucks left in him. When you have a chance, 
please visit our friend, Tucker, and slip him a 
carrot or two.”  
 
 
Memorial 
 

 
Allegra 

June 26, 1996—September 24, 2005 
 

oodbye to Allegra. She was a mare I was 
lucky enough to find in a field just waiting 

to be my teacher. In the summer of 2002 I was 
able to call her my own, and oh what a teacher 
she was!  She was as proud and demanding and 
graceful as Aretha singing “Respect,” and she 
never let me forget it. She never hesitated to re-
mind me that it is much nicer to ask, not tell, be-
cause telling her to do something usually meant 
she told me something right back in not so nice 
horsy language! She helped me explore further 
than I’d ever been into the world of dressage and 
jumping, while all the time giving me little in-
sights into life. Over the years we enjoyed the 
important times in life together, like galloping in 
the pouring rain to the top of Joder mountain and 
lying in the field together sunbathing, not having 
any other care in the world. Those are the mo-
ments that make life worth living. I had dreams 
for us, that is for sure, but together we still had a 
great journey and for that I am so very thankful.  
Goodbye to my beautiful mare.     

G

     Nina Lewis



 
Calendar of Forthcoming Events 

 
December 5 Deworming forms due 
December 14 JAR Community Meeting, 
 7:00 p.m., JAR lounge 
December 17 JAR Holiday Party, 10:00 a.m. 
December 19 4-H Holiday Party, 6:00 p.m.,  
 Caroline’s house 
December 31 Deadline for voting in the 
 Board of Boarders election 
January 1 Mountain Meadows HEC
 takes over boarding operation 
January 9 4-H meeting, 7:00 p.m., 
 JAR lounge 
January 19 Dawn’s Winter Education 
 Series begins, 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 7497 North Foothills Highway 
   Boulder, CO 80302 
   (303) 449-6040 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 

          
                  BOARD OF BOARDERS 
 

 Lori Bruhwiler  303-413-9245 
 Wiley Gillmor  303-444-0707 
 Connie Hopkins  303-494-1211 
 Sandi Rosewell  303-449-0401 
 Julie Rudy   303-440-8474 
 Rachel Stearns  303-444-8862 

 

 

Joder Ranch does not endorse the products or ser-
vices or warrant the competency of any estab-
lishment or individual mentioned herein. Please 
submit articles or news by March 1, 2006, to Julie 
Rudy for the spring newsletter.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


